the first of Nisan] take place; beyond that time they begin to give birth 
from the new ones [conceived after the first of Nisan].” 


[D] R. Yosé the son of R. Abun in they name of Rab Huna [said], “The 
reasoning of R. Eleazar and R. Simeon is as follows: ‘the rams have 
mounted the sheep’ (Ps. 65:14). Those refer to the early-bearing sheep. 
‘The valleys also are covered over with offspring ‘(ibid.). Those refer 
to the sheep.which conceive late in the season. “They pasture all 
‘(ibid.). These are born early] and those [born late] enter into they shed 
to be tithed.” 


[E] Said Ben Azzai:, “Since some say thus and others say otherwise, 
let those [the sheep] born in Elul be tithed by themselves.” 


[F] How is this? 


[G] If he has five born in Ab, five in Elul, and five in Tishré, they 
do not combine. But if he has five born in .Ab and five in 
Tishré, they do combine. 


[H] Is that to suggest that Ben Azzai was both a colleague and 
a disciple to R. Aqiba? And would Ben Azzai arbitrate the 
views of his disciples? 


[I] R. Jeremiah [and] R. Miasha in the name of R. Samuel bar 
Rab Isaac: “For the fathers of the world differed about it.” 


[J] Who are “the fathers of the world’? 


[K] R. Jonah in the presence of R. Jeremiah teaches: R. 
Ishmael and R. .Agiba 


[L] It follows from this that Ben Azzai was both a pupil and 
a colleague to R. Aqiba 


[M] For if you say [Rabbi Ahba was only his teacher —__ is 
there a person who says to his teacher “since some say 
thus and others say otherwise”? 


[N] R. Abbahu in the name of R. Samuel the son of Rab 
Isaac learned it from this: “Ben Azzai said to him, ‘We 
already grieve over those things concerning which they 
differ. Now you have come to bring us dissension over 
that concerning which they agree.’ 


[O] “It follows that Ben Azzai was a colleague and a pupil 
to R. Aqiba. For if you say R. Aqiba was his teacher, is 


